3L   LETTER TO B. CHAKRAVARTP

August 25, 1918

DEAR MR. CHAKRAVARTY2,

I have your letter for which I thank you. I am abstaining from
the Congress because I know that I hold views which are not
acceptable to the principal leaders. Indeed when I discussed
my position with Mrs. Besant, she agreed with me that I should
abstain. Nor am I going to attend the Moderates' Conference, I
believe that we should render the greatest service to the country
by devoting ourselves exclusively to recruiting work. Neither
party would be prepared to go the length that I go. Then I
would accept principles of the M. C. Scheme and definitely state
the minimum of improvements I should require and fight for their
attainment unto death. For this, Moderates are certainly not pre-
pared and the Extremists, in so far as they may be prepared, are
not in the sense I mean. I therefore feel that I should do nothing
at the present moment* So far as the bringing together of the two
parlies is concerned, I should do nothing by violence and therefore
I do not approve of any give and take. These arc two definite
parties in the country* They should put their programme boldly
before the Government and the country and agitate for its accept-
ance. Then only in my opinion shall we make real headway*
Just now we seem to be moving in a vicious circle*

Tmrs smmly^

M* K* GANDHI

From the manuscript of Mahadev Desai's Diary. Courtesy: Narayan Desai

1 In reply to Chakravarty's letter in which he had said that Gandhiji's
letter to Surendranath Banerjca was being misunderstood and that he should
make a statement to say that he was not against the Congress
2 A Congress leader; chairman of the Reception Committee for the special
session of the Congress in Calcutta in 1920